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TO THE READER.
ECENT political events have brought the
subje¢t of Finland and its constitution into {
world-wide prominence.

It is thercfore felt desirable to issuc an
organ for the purpose of keeping the public informed

on matters of general interest relating to the Finnish &

nation.

The Editor has arranged that articles shall be
contributed by writers whose special knowledge en-
ables them to afford trustworthy information.

The Journal will be issued from time to time as
occasion may demand.

The first number contains:

1. Historical Introduétion.

The Constitution of Finland.

The Coup d’Etat.

The Monster Address to the Tsar. [

The Deputation of the Five Hundred and /
the Tsar’s Reply.

The First Application of the Edi&t.

The Work of Russian Secret Agents in
Finland.




HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

INLAND occuplesinmore
senses than one an excep-
tional position among the
European nations. In

the first place, geographically, Finland

is the most northern country that can
boast a social state which, whilst form-
ing_part of the common treasury of
civilization of the world at large, has
at the same time developed a form of
culture adapted to her people, even

the country. The social organiza
of the native inhabitants being still
very primitive, the country received
the laws and institutions of the con-
querors together with their religion.
However passive the condition of the
conquered might be at first, it was not
long in changing. In the middle of the
fourteenth century the Finnish pro-
vinces were granted the same active
rights, concerning legislation and the

P g
according to the ideas embodied in
it. These ideas being derived from
the West, and principally from the
Scandinavian peninsula, Finland con-
stitutes the Eastern outpost of West-
emn culture, as opposed to that form
of civilization which is now in a
rocess of fermentation in vast

ussia and of which the results yet
lie hidden in the fature. Apart from
this, there is not to be found elsewhere
a country with so barsh a climate,
with & soil 50 sterile, with a history
embracing so many hardships, and
yet with a people standing firm under
conditions which would have caused
hardened, to succumb
tothe task allotted to theh by Provid-
onsideri erefore, all that
the Finnish people hnvt hitherto un-
dergone, the hope still remains that
the recent ruthless attacks upon the
national integrity of Finland—the
most formidable that have ever oc-
curred in the history of this much-
tried people—will prove futile, and
that the cause of justice and humanity
will eventually triumph.

We purpose here to give a brief
sketch of the historical incidents
which have contribute e develop-
ment of the Finnish national charac-
teristics.

By way of preface let it be said that
the inhabitants of Finland bave from
time immemorial always enjoyed to
the full that individual liberty which
is such an essential feature in the
Scandinavian social structure, and
which has rendered the people strong
to resist illfortune. Tt should

e in mind that Christianity was
introduced into Finland by the Swedes,
who undertook several crusades with
this objed n the course of the twelfth
and thirteenth centus which
Chusades resulted In the conquest of
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k ings, as the Swedish p
vinces. political distinction be-
tween Sw: es and Finlanders was
abolished. Finland was thencefor-
ward an integral part of the kingdom
of Sweden, possessing the same con-
n, the same civil laws, the same
financial system, as other parts of
the kingdom, and sharing alike the
triumphs and disasters of the Swedes.
Owing to the geographical situation
of Finland, it acted as & shield  against
the repeated attacks by Russia upon
Sweden, and there are many peri
in the history of Finland when for
twenty or thirty years war raged in
the country, which was devastated to
the utmoat state of destitution. Also
outside the country Finland largely
contributed to the military glory of
the common fatherland, and during
the Thirty Years' War the contingent
of Finnish soldiers amounted to two-
fifths of Gustavus Adolphus's army,
although the population of Finland
was only one-fourth of that of Sweden.
The great majority of the population
of Finland were not of the same race
as their Western neighbours. The
distind however, does not seem
10 have been an obstacle to the growth
of a political solidity between the two
parts of the kingdom,and the existence
of Swedish colonies on the west coast
of Finland contributed much to the
completion of this cobesion. The
acial distintion, however, still re-
mained. The Finns retained their
language, which the Swedish govern-
ment did not even attempt to suppress,
and the cultivation of which was much
advanced, after the Reformation, by
the translation of the Bible into the
Finnish tongue, and through the zeal
of the Lutheran clergy with regard
to popular education. The material
intereats of the inhabitants of the
country, Finns and Swedes alike, were
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THE CONSTITUTION OF FINLAND

\3 a decree published on
anvary aoth [February
1st], 1809, the Etates of
Finiand were summoned
to assemble on March 2and, in the town
of Borgo, at a General Diet, conform-
ably with the laws and regulations
peror was present at the
ning oI' the Diet, and signed, on
rch 15th [27th), the very day of his
arrival at Borgo m: following declara-
tion to lh( inl nts of Finland :

Two days later, at a solemn audi-
enceheldin the cathedral,the Emperor
received the homage of the E:
Grand-Duke of Finland. The Estates
took the oath of fealty 1o the new So-

atioms, prermed by it
mind its

dly relations
when these shall have been re-establisbed by

hatl have reaped the best revsit

solicitede whea I sce this sation,
tranqus, A'"vnﬂly  troe. devoting it
nd y wnder the

welf to agricu!
of

In the Peace Treaty between

Swe-
den and Russia, dated the 5m|x;m|or

September, 1809, and ratified in
Percrsburg on the 1st [13th) of Oﬂo.
ber, the union of Finland with the
Rus  complee ls looked upon as a
ts future political posiion
to only in Article 6 of this
treaty, T n the following terms :
Since His Majesty the Emperor of Ressia
dy has civen the most roslive pross
clx—uuy -nm -).r,h His

oy b Tessived 1o
the w.muy He » . |..(|, .‘.,w.a
nobly, of &

ey
M having

o | ll.(‘-« ree uu‘lw

of pev
and peivideges: His Majenry the ‘Kiog of

vereign,andaffirmed,at the same time,
the y of the C
the Emperor's declaration was read
. the document was delivered
into the custedy of the Marshal of the
House of Nobles; after which a herald
of noble birth stood before the throne
and proclaimed :  Vive Alexandre 1.,
Empereur de toutes les Russies et
Grand-Duc de Finlande

The ceremony concluded with a
speech by the Emperor, in the French
language, bearing witness 1o the sen-
timents with which he had received
the homage and cath of the country's
representatives, and testifying that it
was an a7 of wnion that had just been
effected

e Emperor came once more 10

o for the closing of the Diet, which
e 6th [18th o(july in
ame year. The following is an
A from his speech on this occas
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Bc'

ates of Pinland in &
he

e security of yo
ability of your rights

1 people will be grate-
jesce Which has broaght
of affuirs. Faced from

tse sacred to Him, of makisg c
tlons heresa in ‘favour ot His former sub.

The union thus established has been
clearly define e Emperor, not
only in the above- Tneationed speeches,
but also on other oceasions, for ex-
ample, in the ediét of the 15th [27th] of
Maxrch, 1810, concerning the militia,
and from which we quote the intro-

sty’s Gracious Mani.

Frees the moment that, through the Wi
nce, Fisland's & e

1tis evident, too, that the Emperor
not onlysettled his own mode of action
with reference to the government of
Finland, but also bound that of his
successors, ars from a passage
in an edict issued in 1816:

“ Ttis thus We have wished both 10 isciose
the maxims that have been and henceforth
will be Owr guides with regard to Our Finaish
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THE CONSTITUTION OF FINLAND

The Dietwas not convoked again by
Alexanderl.,
the reign of the Emperor Nicholas T
ng to the fundamental laws of
»d the fixing of the time for the

of the Diet depended e
tirelyon the will of the Sovereign, a
it was natural enough thata prince who,
more than any of his contemporaries

s maintenance of the

m of the co-operation .>| re-
s of the people
Eonstitution of Finland was not gener-
ally set aside during this period of
goverament. The Grand-Duchy was
governed, as required by its funda
he side of
¢ adminis-
tration did not bel:ome the expression
oflh-: public func-
tio ary to the Constite:
tion, but the comr. corllm.nl to be
e laws. The co-
Gperation of the D wever, being
indispensable for all business con.
nected with loans and taxes, the pro-
longed suspension of the legislative
machinery necessarily impeded the
development of the cow an
shortly after the accession to :m
throne of Alexander I1. the convoc:
tion of the Dict was loudly called for
by patriotic_voices. E:
hesitated at first to summon the Fin-
s, and, instead of the Diet,
ee of representatives of the
sof Finland " wn.s-—emdby

in Helsingfors on Scptember 1sth of
ear. This decree was re-

universal enthusiasm M
le. Be y

dmarks of its m 1cd‘,
painful sus-
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development and useful pro
ent co-operation

and the nat

the importa:
of this co-operation, 1n 1809 & law
g promulgated, after having been
ved by the Estates in the session
(-I 867, to the effect that henceforth

scribed, should assemble at least every
Afth year.
were s00n found to be too lon, Since
1882 the Diet has been summoned
every third year

régime, with regular sessions
e Diet, has resulted in an ex
inary progressinvariousdirections
en Finland's antagonists in Russia

although they would wil

their eyes 1o its real cause.

that the system of governme

& parliamentary scheme * of F nland,
1

tates: the Nobles, the Clergy, the

tof 1861 to meet in
This edi@ gave birth 1o bitter dis.
appointment, as such a committee was
a form of representation unknown to
the fundamental laws and therefore
lacked the authority which belonged
tothe Estates. When the Tsar's atten
tion was drawn 1o this fac, he, with-
out besitation, agreed to correct the
measure he had taken. On this occa-
sion he must have realized that an
opposition which does no more than
demand respect for valid laws
mendlyra:h(rlhanhusllltxoxgnve n-
§ power based on sound principles.

o—. Saano of June, 1863, an Imperial
ree was issued convoking the
ites of Finland in a General Diet

and y, and
thees together represent the Bianish
people. The four chambers wo:
multaneously, and each of them pos-
scsses the same authority. In case

nal reform,

h is to bring
revision or modification of ihe fanda
mental laws, the assent of all
Orders is necessary, whil
other legislative matters a r
agreed to by three of the
valid as the decision of the Diet. Yet
it must not be supposed that such a
division of the representatives into
d‘!kn:nlr'sl(n'san indication of pro
nounced dis s of class and rank
The rebreshing breeses that Hiew o
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THE CONSTITUTION OF FINLAND

the land during the reform period of
the sixties completely destroyed what-
ever was left of a tendency towards
recognizing an aristocracy. This le-
velling of the difference of class and
rank has not resulted in Finland, as it
might have, and indeed has, in certain
other countries. The number of large
fortunes is comparatively small; on
the other hand, utter destitution is un-

The soil of Finland for the
most part belongs to independent pea-
sants, who thus till their own acres.
The social and economic conditions in
inland are in this respe entirely
different from those prevailing in the
Baltic Provinces; hence any compari-
son between the Swedish-speaking
population of Finland and the Ger-
man landlords in those provinces is
ridiculous. The various classes of the
Finnish people are bound together by
an indissoluble bond, and a strong
national spirit pervades them as a
whole. It'is a p tly demo-

land, is one of the most perfect and
salutary codes ever produced, at any
time, in any country, the cessation of
legislative adtivity for more than ffty
years did not result in such fatal con-
scquences as must have otherwise
been the case. The chief reform in
thisdepartment is a newcriminal code,
drawn up according to modern princi-
ples; The position of women, and the
[aws touching thereon, have both been
considerably improved, and attempts
bave been made in various legislative
departments to realize the idea of
woman's equal rights with ¢ tis
asignificant fact that in the University
of Helsingfors, which possesses about
two thousand students, the number of
the women is between two and three
hundred. Important internal govern-
ment reforms have been brought about
through new laws on communistic ad-
ministration in the country, and in
towns, where the principle of self-

cratic nation, among whose people
distin@tion and success in life depend
chiefly upon personal ability. Noclass
of soclety is excladed from admission
into the higher educational establish-
ments, the fees of which are very low;
hence a_considerable percentage of
their pupils consistsof sons and daugh-
ters of peasants, artizans, and lower
burghers of the towns. There is no
parish, even in the remotest part of
Finland, which has not one or more
national schools. In the Lutheran

has been ap-
Plied. In 1844, the last of the many
years during which the regulation of
the finances lacked the co-operation
of the Diet, the State expenditure
ounted to about eighteen million
Finnish marks, whereas at present it
amounts to about fifty-five millions.
This rapid growth of expenditure dur-
ing a period of reform might have
seemed alarming, had not the State
revenue increased in proportion with-
out any burdensome measures of tax-

he country
of children who do not possess a cer-
tain amount of book-knowledge is ex-
ceedingly small, whereas in those few
communities in the cast, where the
doctrinesof the Greco-Russian Church
prevail, nearly one-half of the children
from seven to sixteen years of age are
lacking any kind of education. It is
doubtiul whether in any other country
the upper classes voluntarily devote
0 much of their time to the education
of the people as in Finland. In latter
years there have been provided, by

ivate subscription, several “ People’s
Hligh Schoots.” while University Ex-
tension Courses are beld every year.

Bver since 1863, when Alexander 11
summoned the first Finnish Diet that
had been convoked for fifty-four years.
the era of public enterprise in Finland

as been a_many-sided and fruitful
period of reform. Thanks 1o the fact
that the Swedish law of 1734, which,
after 1809, continued In force in Fin-
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ation. ' The greatest relative increase
of as been in the cause
of schools, commercial industry, navi-
gation, and, above all, railways. These
things, s0 important for the intellec-
tual and material development of the
country, could never have been so
generously fostered and brought to
their present high level, had not the
financial condition of the country un-
dergonearadical change,anditswealth
increased considerably.  With regard
to this, and taking one branch of trade
alone as an example, it may be worth
mentioning here, that whilst the aver-
age amountof butter exported between
1871 and 1875 was some 4,600 tons
yearly, in 1836 it had increased to
12,800 tons.

The reforms which gave Finland
the advantage of a regulated monetary
system have been of the greatest bene-
fit to the country. According to the
Money Law of 1877, a metal coinage,
based on the gold standard, is the only
lawful money—the  mark,” the mone-
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The Tsar's c«;..p d'Etat on the very
eve of his Peace Conference had taken
rise. Now, however,
it secms more than probable that there
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Rescript and the Edi@ of February
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same scheme. Mr. Sidney Low wr
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may be declared to be the ruling one,
whilst the Lutheran faith will become
a more or less tolerated set. Under

ay schools would be
mony with the Rus

by the Russian, to the detriment of
industry, commerce, and agriculture ;
and punishment by “ administrative
order " without trial, includi

portation of the most intelligent and

opular eds

the University rnﬂm(d and -.hm

Ifrlznlh!ra!lh'ﬂ in
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em
Ruasian burcascracy with al fta cvils
developed in Finland; construction
es decided by
Russian_authorities ; new taxes im-
posed without the consent of the peo-
ple; the Finnish currency replaced

4 elements of the people,
othe country. Respedt
tice will become a thing
of the nder such a régim
Finland will be ruined, both y
Taterially, and the northernmost
spot in the world where Western
civilization has so signally triumphed
over the extreme obstacles of a bar-
ren soil, will be transformed into a
wilderness
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for law and ju

B
5

@y
THE MONSTER ADDRESS TO THE TSAR

T was on the 14th February
last that General Bobrikoff

mum:_d from St. Peters-

d
ing day the first knowledg
existence leaked out. The Governor-
General had received instrudtions from
his master, the Minister of War, to
push the matter through
and therefore he made an early
tempt to have the document published
and promulgated over the head of the
nate. Hesent for thevice-pre:
o that body, and ordered himn 10
lish the Manifesto forthwith in the
official paper. What the cxact rep
of the vice-president wasis Y
known, bu' the fact remains ”'.ill the
editor of the paper in question handed
in his resignation rather t
10 a breach of the law h the publi-
cation of such a document without the
knowledge of the Senate would have
amounted to.
The fact of such a manifesto havi

wh

learnt, too, that the members of the
Senate were deliberating whether 10
promulgate it then and there, or first
10 send a deputation to the Tsar to
protest against the illegal and uncon
stitutional nature of the measure. The
mere knowledge that reasons pre of
contra were being brought forward by
Finnish senators caused an intense
excitement in the capital, and this
excitement grewapace as the Senate’s
deliberations were continued through-

out Friday without any decision being

arrived at. On Saturday the 18th,
Whilst the Senate was In session, the
streets became more and more densely
thronged with people burning with an-
xiety to learn the result of the vote
all knew wasto be taken. At two
ck the voting took place, and a
few minutes later fully ten thousand
had heard that the promul-
had been decided on, and that
the ve ing was te X

resident then having given his cast
ing vote in favour of the promul:

ga
known that intimid
important part in
The Governor-General bad succeeded
in convincing the Senate that he had
orderstodissolve that bodyand declare
a“state of should promulgation
be refused. Naturally this was ac-
cepted as the truth. General Bobrikoff
d been 100 short a time in the coun-
try for the people to realize what sor
of man they had to deal with. His
insolent invention was accepted as

uine,and rather than subject their
country to the horrors of a “ state of
sicge,” as carried out by Russian
officials, ten of the senators sacrificed
their own Teoutath jons and voted for
the utterly ille mulgation of the
o, although fally conseious of
the fact that their action would never
be forgotten nor forgiven by their
countrymen.

he people were at first stupefied by
the decision of the Senate. No one
seemed to know what to think or what
to do. But by the next day, Sunday,
various plans of adtion were being

s

=
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soled by being able to write his name
in more or less legible characters.
Others, upon learning that signa-
tures could be received during three
more days, sought the parish school-
teachers, and came back inordinatel
proud when, by dint of hard work an
Eafagging peaseverance, they also
to become signatories. In
a certain instance the owner of a farm
in the heart of the wilderness learned
from one of his men, who had
happened to pass through the “ church
village” on the Sunday in question,
what was being done. It was too far
for all of the people on the farm to
undertake a journey to the church,
doubtful as it was whether they would
arrive in time. But the owner of the
farm was not disconcerted by this. He
sat down and wrote to the Tsar him.
self, requesting him “ please to respect
the Finnish laws, and recall the mea-
sure he had taken to destroy them.”
Then he signed the paper, and after
him the members of his family signed
it, as well as his servants and la-
bourers. This being done, he sent a
man with his best borse to hunt up the
delegate chosen to represent his
arish, in order to hand the paper to
The delegate was found, the

ne and was joined tothe rest. Would
that the Tsar had seen it and heard
its story !

The northernmost parish to be

distance. But eighteen hours sufficed
him. He ran all day and all night over
frozen swamps and through trackless
forests, reaching his goal
of the following day, and delivering his
message to the few inhabitants of the
village. They in turn sent out snow-
shoe runners in all directions, and to-
wards evening scventy men had come
in,al .honghmoﬁ( ofthem had traversed
many miles at utmost speed in order
1o be in time. They held a meeting,
put their names to a copy of the
address, chose a delegate, and de-
spatched him the very same evening
on his road to Helsingfors. He in his
turn ran a distance of more than a
hundred miles with the precious
per for his only luggage. He
arrived the next day at a place whence
be could continae by harse, and tra-
velled some 150 miles more by sleigh to
the nearest railway station, reaching
Helsingfors by the same train as the
bulk of the other delegates.

In spite of all this Finland's Gover-
nor-General has had the unparalleled
audacity to declare that the mass.
address was the warlt of a handful o’
agitators in the capital!

In Helsingfors lhe collecting of sig-
natures was undertaken by some forty
ladies of position and influence. As
there was no intention to let the
scheme come to the knowledge of the
Governor - General prematurely, no
meetings could be held in the capital.
Thtrﬂare_ the city was divided into

visited by an emissary wi
within the polar circle. There ali
roads end, no othe com-
Tacmication are. avallable' In wister
than snow-shoes, but the people are
more than proficient in that sport.
The committee at Helsingfors con-
tidered it impossibleto get the address
forwarded further northward, but the

cac
charge of by one of (rru ladics, who
called as many yo e a3 she
Thought necestary to her help, and on
March sth started a house-to-house
canvassing campaign, with u:e result
that in the capital alone signa-
tures were appended to the pcmm’\
East and west of Helsingfors
stretches an dozen miles

i people thought

When they Jeatnt that iheir northern
neighboars were to be excluded from
participation in the

against the wrong inflicted on mm
country, the peasants decided to take
the matter into their own hands. A
volunteer was needed to carry word
farther north, and the best runner of
the district came forward. He had a
little more than a hundred miles to
cover, mostly through uninhabited
wilds, in order to reach the “ church-
village * of the * neighbouring " parish
of Kittila, and he had only twenty-four

hours at most in which to cover the
12

out to sea. The furthest islands are
inhabited by fsherfolk who in winter
are cut off from all communication
with the rest of the world, but they
were not to be left out of the move.
ng men in Helsingfors
tkilled at snow-shoeing formed a - iy~
ing column,” and covered the path-
less ice-fields, running from island to
island, from rock to rock, with the
message, and brought back more than
a thousand signatures of men and
women only too glad for this chance
of sharing in the protest.
It is simply impossible in so brief &
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DEPUTATION OF FIVE HUNDRED AND THE TSAR'S REPLY

space to enumerate
worthy of note in the
ment.” The few mentioned, however,
should put beyond the pale of calumny
and Inli«ch)od the fact that the whole

Finnish people, young and old, high
and low, rich and poor, were heart and
soul in the movement. If further
proof is needed, it is surely sufficient
10 state that in less than ten days the
address to the Tsar was signed by
523,931 adult Finnish men and women

| the incidents
ddress -

from all walks of life, from every part
rom the sout

es. beyon
A more strikingly spontaneous, a m
:rum.l-, unanimous exhibitionof public
of love of independence, of
se all infringe-

dogee
ment of Ia
cver before given, or Indeed s ever
likely to give again.

s

THE DEPUTATION OF FIVE HUNDRED
AND THE TSAR'S REPLY

ONDAY, the 13th of March,
the anniversary of the

s parishes to
d by the even-

arrive in Helsingfor.
ing of that day
some of them havin
hundreds of miles.
17th the tremendous task of sorting
and numbering the documents, of
countingthe sighatures and classifying
the huge mass of papers, was duly ac-
the hundreds of young
women who had volunteered
xo uon in relays, N,J>| and day, from
Saturday evening.
came tohand, nn'run.u, night,
the last we up and se:
On w.—..nw y morning the .
bers of the deputation agreed that the
sieto St Petersburg
y the students of the
& University had at-
tempted to protest o e police
interference to which they e ban
subjected, and had been knouted into
submission by Cossacks and gen-
darmes—hadbeenarrestedand thrown
into prison because they had dared to
speak out like free men. Al this was
known at Helsingfors, and many cau.
tious voices were raised, warning the
delegates not to proceed to the Rus-
sian capital. The monster address
had been despatched to St. Petersburg
on Tuesday m.,m in charge of a small
number of the Many
ple hoped that the rest would refn

irompoing,and did everything towards
view.

ersuading them to adopt U
ut the members of the deput

were not to be
thinking. One man
utter something (0 this efieet at their
meeting on Wednesday morning, was
met with such a thundering volley of
Down, down!" that no one else
ventured again to bring up the sug-
gestion

On Wednesday mo

ening the deputa-
1 on its castward

2ih.  The hour of its depar-
ture had bttn kept a hrL((l but the

news leaked out o
station platiorsas were ma.-m: with
many hundreds of people, cager to sec
the five hundred off, and to wish them
1:God-spe ere was no cheering,
ver, and no demonstration took

though all were addressing a silent
prayer to the Most High to gr

cess to this attempt of the nat
avert the fate which threatened their
d country

Three-quarters of an hour later the
Governor-General was made aware of
the facl that the deputation had started
for St. Petersburg. Thousands of peo-
ple had been cognisant of the resolu-
tion adopted earlier in the day, many
hundreds had known the exact bour
of departure, but nevertheless not one
of General Bobrikofl's numerous
,.K.-r.ukmwany:hmgunm more than
half-an-hour after the “ special* had
acually left Helsingfors On reciv-
ing the information he gave way to a
torrent of passion, and tried by all the
means in his power 1o induce a high

i3
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DEPUTATION OF FIVE HUNDRED AND TH

Finnish official to wire an order to the
Chief of the Police of St. Petersburg to
nd back the members of the deputa-
tion before they could enter the Rus-
sian capital. Neither his orders nor his
threats availed, however, against the
determined refusal of the Governor of
Helsingfors to send such a telegram.
Al be agreed to do was to inform the
Prefect of St. Petersburg (s/iss Chief
of the Police) of the departure of the
great deputation, so that he might con-
sult with the Finnish Secretary of
State about the [olwxldmgnﬂhe
of the monster petitio
‘The deputation was met at the St
Petersburg station by the sub-
of the city, who requested the Jea g

the object of their pre-
sence in the capital. e was told that
e just then to see any
prefects, as it was necessary to look
for quarters and shelter for the hun-
dreds of men unfamiliar with the city
and the language.

The sub-prefect stared—be had evi-
dently never before received a reply of
that kind to an official request. Rus-
ns answer police-officers in a vern
different tone. But what could he do?
It was obviously impossible to arrest
peoplesimply because they lacked time
for a conversation with the Chief of
the Police; 50 he inquired what hour

2 TSAR'S REPLY

crhaps, cven for an audience with the
Fear ew hours later word was
Ns;(dmur_.l|hrcn\'lha!l|‘t delegates
Trould not be needed that day, bat the
cighteen mentioned above, of course,
knew nothing of this. Among them

and another who, besides a trip to
America, had also lived in_ s. sth
Africa. These three spoke sh
fluent} andw(r(p(rkcll)-xbltknloon
after themselves and the othe:

eat, though they all had money, both
Finnish and Russian, and any one of
them could have fetched food from a
shop in the neighbourhood.  But they
had promised Aot o leave their quar-
ters untl told 10 do so, and therefore
f these brave men stirred for
twenty-four hours Only then came
the releasing word,
logies for the m«m,:m P o The
starving the eighteen had suffered in
consequence. * Don't speak of that,”
replied one of them. *We have all of
us sta nrnl more than once for no
better reason than for lack of money
and food, 30 we may well suffer again
in a good cause.” Yet the members
of the great deputation were desig-
ted in Russian papers as a rable
of Joafers and vagabonds,
teadership of a few ay

+]

would suit the They pro-
mised to come at one, which they did
and were received with the utmost
respect. The prefect merely requested
the deputation not to march in a body
in the streets, as that could not be per-
mitted in St. Petersburg. He did not
say, however, that he had dered
agents to dog the steps of each of the
leaders of the depatation, but this was
nevertheless the case, and they were
not once free from espionage from the
moment they stepped out of the train
until :hc}’kfl the ci
In St. Petersburg occurred an ¢
sode illustrating one of the chief cha
acteristics of the Finnish race—their
tenacity o pose and unreasoning
loyalty. In the hurry and seurry of
arrival the leaders had omitted |O take
note of the address of a board

objectof ob
deputation, b
ction proved fu
had sent his ows
Courler, presumably to the Minister of
the Interior, Goremykin, and he ha
reported the presence of the deputa-
n to the Tsar, besides issuing the
strictest o the sh = Mini
ster-Secretary of encral
Procopé—not. 1o take any personal
steps towards asking the monarch to
ence. The Tsar, a3 usual,
his advisers.
he Governor-General of Finland had
succeeded in unearthing an antiquated
statute of 1826, by which it was en-
adted that deputations from country
distrits from

udience for the
1 the steps in that
(nt':\ Hob4

Where cighteen of the drlehnk; were
all the order had be
text,
050,
as l|0 on( \ u|u tell at what moment
hey e required for calling
ina I\x|y oa the Sﬂ.t(lﬂry of State, or,

the Governor.General before they
could be allowed to come to St. Pe-
tersburg and ask for an audience.
When f the deputa-
tion, who ha ed in Helsing-
fors, reported upon the departure of
the others, and requested the Gov-
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m.—, were_coniron

d w 1
tute and told that they ml 'acted
their re-

¢
d the same

uc dbythe Gover:

members of the depu-

Iate at
informed that
w penmu
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ple? Your Bxcellency has told us that
s l‘anllylhr\lu‘h Hia B4t has reserved
for Himse! e in
every special fqsestions ssall
be referred to Imperi 0 and which
to v =. i o this
jre repty thit His Majesty's e, like our swn.
lies i the hand of the Most High. The love

of millions Sould not protecs the deas Nife of
Alexander I1. from a handful of miscre:
ered Him to them.

e b
distinguishes the honest
onesty. faith, hon-

new, above all, that we enjoyed
fidence of our August Ruler. "It is th
with the despest sorrow that we find that
these calumaies have givea rive &

y's bre

Spabie
the crime of purpoely deceiving v Weter
& Alexander 1. whom ved in

whose de

Been impa (.n hey have,
out of love foe their country.
Cure for It sdvantages which at later time i

people 10 find inself
es. 1tia mot these

e people quiet: It Is heredi-
tary res "\40 for the um.x,oﬂ. We are
n rebels, bt

niah people rea
i of I“.:....., o
i3 "‘X a4 counry are st
.mnm,...a.m...a. here ia not one amsag
ua whohides Nta 5 this master. W
ey to infor

bescech Your I
16

i,
h sdng orseem
fonage. that we have ventered i
proach H

ncy, you have sesared s
tha i {ne i Had 4iibwed this Deputation
tohive becariceived by N Majesty s
unconditl 'L!.. ) .l g
vened

b

ncy 10 present at a

the Finnish peop!

confide to their pre-
t.

pertunity p
esive that the appeal, w
ved by Your Exc

ue. before His Maje

lency to tell Mis Majesty

that there was ooce & Jodia who betrayed b
places of

Her Majesty the Tasrina

The next day the deputation started
on their homeward journey, the le
ing delegates having been forbidden by
the Ministerof the Interior to commu-
e Imperial answer to the de-
ctation i i pore. The last attempt
10 reach the Tsar had failed. But that
not lessen the pation's gratitude to
those who had made th
When the long * special
the station at Helsingfors on Sunday
evening, delayed many hours by a vio-
lent snowatorm, not only the platforms
and the waiting-rooms, but also the
open square in front of the building
were teeming with thousands upon
thousands of people. When the first
of the delegates stepped out of the sta.
tion someone in the compact mass be-
low the stairs atarted the National An-
them. The hymn grew in volume,
rising and swelling, i the great beild-
ings opposite re-echoed the solemn
sitaion, the crowd falling back with
beads uncovered as the delegates
marched through their midst into the
city from whence only a few days
garlier they had started with the vain

hope of being able to bring home to the
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Tsar what the Finnish nation thought
of the action he had taken.

In the evening the Municipal Board
of Helsingfors gave a banquet in hon.
our of the deputation, and heartfelt
gratitude to the peasants who had left

s et
was expressed in manly words by the

1CT

speakers of the evening. Women of
gentle birth served the rough men
from the forests in the far North.
Every honour was shown by the na-
tion 1o those sturdy champions of &
nxhkol.\ cause.

was an episode of Finland's
tite- -struggle closed.

Y
THE FIRST APPLICATION OF THE

TSAR'S

O one in Finland now en-
tertains any
what the Manifesto
¢ 15th was

n

tended to compel the F
accept the new army bill, framed

Isters who, in the name
monarch, sent forth the
peace message to the wor %
anyone expected 0 rut
an application of it as that
decided upon. A short t

number of conscripts o be drawn

yearly from Finland for service under

the Russian colours. Even the prov

sion of the new army bill for the
ionate num

! s d not_satisfy
General Kurog would have
preferred to be the sole arbiter of the
and's young men. But the

Psar for once had the strength of his
own opinion, and refused to acquiesce
in the proposal. Optimistic souls re-
1 this sign that the minister

po
was premature, as event
General Kuroy 10 be
baffled by such a triflc as the Ts:
differing opinion. He renewed the
attempt on apparently different lines,
and this time s A few

5

to be in the same ratio as in Russia to
the whole number of young men cx
/as tofitness ’u ml itary service,

d ing for the

x|ul \(vl‘n(lhl'\‘“’ﬂl’t
iltion marks (£400,000) &
year into the Russian exchequer for

EDICT

the maintenance of the Finnish con-
tinge: Both these amendments are
be treated in accordance with I||<
it of February xs!h.
|All‘\| blow aimed a in
proved beyond a1l ‘shadow of doubt
that mous peace rescript—at
any rate so far as the Tsar's ministers
is a plece of most in-

5  be, and most
probably is, ignorant of the full pur-
port of the measures he is induced to
ign, and thus he escapes the scathing
censure the civilized world cannot fail
isers. these
the ministers Who acually
do rule the Russian empire, have de
liberately attempted to hoodwink the
world by their countersigning the
peace rescript_whilst at the very same
tme, in diredt c to that
rease of

pr & for
the imperial army on o elastic a basis
proba-

that the augmentation can, a
bly will, be extended
more than a full army-corps.
Bowever, necessitates some explana-
tion of certain peculiarities of Russian
military organization.

In Russia the number of young men
yearly available as conscripts is far
too great for all of them to be used,
the imperial finances not being up to
the standard of such an army as
Russia could put on foot were it only
a question of men. Consequently
various means are resorted to for
bringing the strength of the army into
harmony with the funds available for
warlike purposes, one of these means
being the granting to the vast majority

oldiers of a furlough covering the

last and sometimes even the two last

years of their term of service under

the colours, this term thus being re-
17

F




THE FIRST APPLICATION OF THE TSAR'S EDICT

duced from five tofour or often to three
years. The number of men actually
under the colours is therefore de fa/lo
smaller than on paper, and thus no

markable “cheapness * of the Russian

Tt is the minister of war who
the number of comscripts
Deeded for Alling the ranks, and this
number be can settle entirely as he
pleases, provided only that he orders
leave of absence to be issued to a
corresponding number of soldiers
already serving. So long as he does
not seriously upset the budget he can
arrange his figures and regiments en-
tirely to suit his own fancy, and in-
crease the number of corxnm at
will.

In Finland the physical standard of
fitness for service bas been so high,
that of the young men yearly exam-
ined only about eight thousand, on an
average, have come up to it. But the
Russian system, and consequently the
Russian standard, are henceforth to
be applied in Finland, and this stan-
dard being much lower than the Fin-
nish, the number of availableconscripts
in Finland will easily be increased by

thus amounting to, quite
twelve thousand. According to the
present law, 1,930 con 4 yearl
Enter the army, the number 'of whic
is limited to 5,600 men, with about
4.000 more a8 reserves, the term of
active service covering three years,
and the men for two additional years
ging t serves. The rest
of the available conscripts enter the
militia, and pat in altogether ni
days for training purposes, these
ninety days being divided and made
up in three consecutive years. All
Finnish troops are, according to the
law, intended for service in their own
country only. In Russia the propor-
tion of conscripts entering the army
bas for some time been such, that
e ratio applied in Finland
7,300 conscripts a year.
army bill provides for five
years'service under the colours, which,
a8 there certainly will be po two
¢ Finnish soldiers,

in achi rvice. These men will
have to remain in the reserve for fhir-
teew years, W) rings the number of

reserves up to 93.600—altogether an

army of 120,600, or, with due allow-

ances made, of certainly ewe Awmdral
18

thowsand fully -trained, armed, and
equipped soldiers, to be stationed
wherever the Tsar pleases. And this
army will cost Russia nothing—Fin-
land having to provide the funds as
well as the men for this enormous
increase of the Russian forces.

Yet this is by no means all. We
have shown that the Russian Minister
of War is able to arrange the number
of canscripts to suit himself, that the
lication of the Russian standard of
physical requirements will easily bring
up the number of available Finnish
conscripts 10 13,000, and, finally, that
the latest amendment to the new arm;
bill gives the Tsar the right to decide,
in accordance with the edi@t of Feb-
ruary 1sth, how much Finland is to

pay for the maintenance of those of
her sons dragged into military service
Russia. With no greater difficulty
than that entailed in the manipulating
of some figures on paper, the Russian
Minister of War will thus be able to
compel Finland 1o furnish Rusa
with not less than 150,000 soldiers—
with 200,000 if matters are strained a
trifle more—and to pay the costs of
this army as well. Such is the pro-
posal of the Tsar's ministers at the
very time when the whole civilized

d is preparing for the Peace Con-
ference—a scheme the Tsar has been
induced to sanction by a breach of his
own solemn oath to maintain the Fin-
nish Constitution—a scheme, finally,
by which those proposing disarma-
ment to the world, ruin, irretrievably
ruin, & whole people in order 1o in-
crease their own armaments.

It may well be asked what reason
there can be for the Russian govern-
ment to adt in this manner at the
present time. The answer is not very
hard to find. The long-desired and
long-planned Russification of Finland
isone reason; but afar more important
one is, that Russia needs soldiers to
fill the gaps made in her regiments
caused by the transportation of bodies
of men to the Province and

anchuria by every steamer for a
couple of years, and who at the pre-
sent moment form a small army. Her
treasury is empty, and there Is no
certainty that Englishmen will meet
her hope by lending her funds for
further armaments. The people are
starving, and unable to bear further
burdens. Finland is the only really
osperous part of the Empire; hence
land is to supply men and money
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for furthering Russian policy, no
matter at what cost to her people
But the Tsar and his mi ma
yet learn that there is a far greater
wer than theirs ruling in Finlan
Fhe love of liberty and independence,
innate in the

Y, mostly young men,
bardy, ‘and capa e of turni ng
e throogh

wildernessinto

WORK OF RUSSIAN SECRET AGENTS IN FINLAND

thelr work they have rendered pros-
perous a country with 50 poor a soil
and 5o harsh a climate as the one they
Bave hitherto called their own
ree thousand F anders have so far
du'm.(lhrpnx(m‘(a.l( their coun-
ry to escape the fate that threatens
them, and i idea of what
will hxpprn \Al‘cr. the policy of the
. | have advanced
on as it is proved
aibility of doubt that
ed by Russia, is to
Srthest outpoet o
nd, the exodus il bc.(m
xile of a

a little further
beyond any
Asia, as repr

roof-tree, to the
ind justice o Py

gns ugurate an era of peace
and goodwill among me

oy

THE WORK OF RUSSIAN SECRET
AGENTS IN FINLAND

HE collecting of signa-

v 1 reforms in Finland
would, in rrnul‘ be of the very great-

efit to the poor The
coumry was to be d

n
state
s and happiness would
ed by the Finn as by the
Russian peasantr

of, the mildest of
pai

con s their hr.ur" were

carefully chosen the
. they did not

fatly understand the delight In

that is felt by the average

orant

those
“five millions that are starving
this year.

At first the news of such preachings
caused no uneasiness v.vmm— bt

3%

as rumour becam e
{he outlook changed. - People recalied

hat the same General Bob.
is Governor-

of had
important part in the Russification of
the Baltic Provinces, where identical

discerning the o
movement, nor in e
author. From the reports which kept
coming in from all sides it became
evident that everyparishinthecountry
was visited by these agents. e
“ Novoye Vrem the organ of Fin-
land's arch-enemies, printed a couple
of articles wherein the editor openly
urged that the Russian government
sh advisa.

“warned,” and one was suppressed f
speaking too freely about the under-
band work that was being carried on
fter the return of the depu.

e hundred from St. Peters-
ws came {rom various country
distticts that the Rusaian agents had
started collecting signatures to some

mysterious documents. No one was

19
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THE WORK OF RUSSIAN SECRET AGENTS IN FINLAND

allowedtoreadthese papers, but many
a large extent achool-children—
were asked to sign then;—some fo
of remuneration hcmzm.ldc ulher in
money or in other presents, ding
1o the age and tastes of the would-be
ignatorics.
he situation was quite clear, and
the only efficient remed soon
suggested. In the Baltic Provinces
similar methods had met with success

£

that no such agitation as the one lately
attempted will ever have the faintes
chance of success among the Finns.

wever, is in the nature
ofa prospeiveremedy.batthegreseat
was not_unheeded by the aggrieved
Finns. The agents in the guise of
Tartar and other pedlars increased in
numbers until the country fairly
swarmedwiththem. Thenewspapers,
under strit censorship, were not

because these bited
by two dnhnﬂ R sl
ing of a high cated and wealthy
classof one mnonnh(y speaking their
own language, and the other, the
masses, of a different nationality, and
speaking a different tongue. There it
had been easy enough both to sow the
seeds of distrust and to be sure of those
seeds bearing fruit. General Bobrikoff
did not comprehend the wide distinc-
tion between such a population and a
peopie with one culture, one faith, one
civilization, differin rue, in the
various socialstrata, but neverthelessa
. He di

Invariousquarterathey had succeeded
in making proselytes for thelr new
gospel. 1f nothing were done to stop
this nefarious agitation trouble might
ensue. So the peasants decided to
take the matter into their own hands,
and this they did with the best possible
results.

I everyparishin Finland municipal
affairs are mana
Rl aLa0 haa comticol b fhe feada'ol
the community. These councils met
and resolved that henceforth a pre-
mium of 50 marks—£a—should be

what such a difference meant, and
therefore he hopedthat the old methods
would have the same result in Finland
as in the Baltic Provinces. However,
its immediate effe@ was a movement
for spreading education to every ham-
let, every hut, and every individual,the
like of which no other country has
ever witnessed. Within a few weeks
ample funds were collected, socictics
were organized, teachers secured—a
great number of these from amongst
the students of the University at
Helsingfors—and the work started
Before three months are over there
will not be one Finnish citizen, high
or low, rich of por, lacking knowledge
of the laws and the method of the
administration of his country. Otber
subjects will of course be taught, as
well, in the new school
which will be established in villiges
where none have before existed.
General Bobrikoff will be able to
boast of having done more in a few
weeks for popular education in Fin-
tand—though, it is to be feared, very
much against his will—than any one
man before, and may also rest assured

same amount shou posed upon
e giving shelter to such agents
aswellas onthose failingtoreport thelr
presence, and finally that the
Tniums should be paid from the fund
existing in every parish for encourag-
ing_the extermination of animals of
prey and verm

Shiisfaction was great when a few
days later three hundred of the pedlars
left by the same train for St. Peters-
burg, thus proving beyond any doubt
that the bands of agents were suffi-
ciently well organized to be reached
by orders in a very short space of
time. The only one who presumably
did not smile at the resolutions of the
parish_councils was General Bobri-
koff, who had repeatedly declared that
no Russian spies were employed in
Finland.

present, however, he would be
juuc Foatified in_ issuing a solemn
eclaration to that effec; there arc
assuredly not many “pedlars” left

pon whom to squander the parish
fands.

s

ek Court, Chancery Lane, B.C.

=
T Teare Peseen, Bacowaa e e Crmion 1 Pisbacd. 18, Vichasia Sves 8.9,







